
Writing well means well-formed and well-written text 
We tend to think of texts as just words -- letters placed sequentially on a page, with spaces that 
indicate word boundaries. This interpretation is a natural inference based on all the years of 
reading where content learning meant focusing on what information a text contained. But if you 
cast your mind back to your earliest training in writing, you’ll remember that teachers also talked 
about form, starting with the basics of mechanics (capitalization, punctuation). Then, they 
moved to paragraphs, the idea that texts have beginnings/middles/ends, and that poetry looks 
different from narrative which looks different from an encyclopedia entry. Perhaps you created 
science fair posters -- that, too, is a form of text different from the essay/article that would 
accompany it. The end result was that you acquired an understanding of form -- that words 
arranged sequentially are also arranged visually on a page, and that the visual arrangement 
signals something about how this text is to be interpreted.  

 
Thus, when we talk about a text being well-formed, 
what we’re talking about is the visual look on the page 
(also called document design or format). In academic 
writing, visual signals of well-formed text include items 
such as a title, abstract, paragraphs, page numbers, 
in-text citations, labeled sections, and figures with 
correct captions.  
 
A text which is well-written is one where the 
sequential placement of letters and words achieves 
the goal of clear communication to a reader; in other 
words, what we usually think of when we think of 
“writing”. There are suggestions for writing well in the 
WiDKB, in the part called “Stylistics”. In addition, we 
cover some techniques for creating the more 
sophisticated prose characteristic of academic and 
scientific writing.  
 

Our goal is that you embrace both sides of writing well: understanding and producing text that is 
both well-written and well-formed. 
 
 


